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President’s Letter

Spring is here and with it several challenges and
plans for the Lower Herring Lake Association
that will be covered in this edition of the
association’s newsletter. This newsletter will
contain updates on some measures being taken
to lessen the impact of the high-water levels
and invasive species. You will also be able to
read about the new membership categories
approved at last year’s LHLA annual meeting
and the new membership registration and
dues payment options. Of course, at the time
of this writing, we are unsure about how our

Annual Meeting might be affected by state
rules and individual concerns. Some options
are included as to the Board’s thoughts on the
meeting. Updates will be posted on our website
www.lowerherringlakeassociation.org and our
Facebook page. I hope that all the supporters
of the LHLA have fared well over the winter
and the members of the Board of Directors
look forward to joining the membership in
continually improving life on our special lake.
-David Oellerich, LHLA President

Lake Michigan at Record High Levels
There is news about water levels - some, a very small
amount, is even good. Rock hounds are going to love
this summer, as are drift wood collectors. The high
water and winter storms have turned over a lot of
rocks and blown a lot of fairly large driftwood onto
the beach. That about takes care of the good news.
Every month as I receive the new “Monthly Bulletin
of The Lake Levels for The Great Lakes”. The record
high water levels predicted in the bulletin will not
be good for us here on Lower Herring. This is
because the level of Lake Michigan will be above our
lake level control device (the dam) in the outlet.
It is the level of Lake Michigan that controls the
level of Lower Herring, until, that is, something,
usually a southwest wind, closes the outlet. Once
that happens the inlet, our springs, dry wells, and
any rain make our level higher than the big lake
until we have a chance to open the outlet and allow
the extra water to flow out to the big lake.

(it cannot be opened against a southwest wind),
availability of man or woman power or equipment
if it is frozen, and a “head”. There has to be some
buildup of water on the little lake so that when the
outlet is first opened there will be enough flow to
open it wide and drain the lake, otherwise it will just
close up again. As I write this at the end of March,
the Lake Michigan level at the end of February was
5 inches above the record level of February1986
and is projected to rise another 11 inches by July/
August. That would put the level 3 inches above
the 1986 summer record. In addition to these
projections, depending on the weather (rain or
dryness) the water level could be either 6 inches
lower or HIGHER than what I have mentioned.
Almost no matter how you look at this it’s going to
be another rough year on the lake. Elsewhere in
this newsletter you can read about possible actions
that could be taken to help reduce the ill effects of
the high water on our Lake.

Once the outlet closes there are some factors that
need to be met to open it. They include the weather

www.lowerherringlake.org

-Skip Noble
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MI House Bill 5463/Public Act 72 -No Wake Zone Possible
On April 2nd, The Governor signed into effect
Public Act No. 72 (Temporary Local Watercraft
Control). This new law permits a local political
subdivision (such as Blaine Township) to seek
a temporary speed limit ordinance for up to six
months through the DNR. The Bill was proposed
to allow for the protection of lake shorelines
given the record high water levels. If a political
subdivision believes a temporary emergency
rule is needed for the use of vessels, water skis,
water sleds, aquaplanes, surfboards, or other
similar contrivances on a water body subject to its
jurisdiction, the political subdivision may submit
an application for a temporary rule to the DNR.

from high speed boats create a risk of damaging
the shoreline, homes, septic systems, wells, boats,
and docks. The No Wake Ordinance is an attempt
to prevent or minimize such damage.

A political subdivision has flexibility in the exact
terms to be included in an emergency rule. One
option is to limit the maximum boat speed on
the entire lake to 5mph. Under the new process
the political subdivision would petition the DNR
through a resolution from its governing body. On
May 7th, the Blaine Township Board decided to
pursue a resolution for a temporary 6-month No
Wake Ordinance for Lower Herring Lake due to
high water levels. When water is over the legal lake
height of 580.5 feet for Lower Herring, wakes

The Township Board will hold a public hearing
at the White Owl Township Hall on Thursday,
May 28, 2020 at 6pm. The hearing will be
held outside at the picnic tables, with a 6-foot
minimum spacing between persons. The purpose
is to allow citizens to comment on the proposed
No Wake Zone as is a required by Public Act No.
72. If a resolution is passed it will be submitted
to the DNR and the DNR will subsequently
investigate to determine if an emergency rule is
warranted or not and issue a preliminary report.
If the DNR determines there is a need for a
temporary LWC, the Township Board will hold
another public hearing to adopt the temporary
LWC. A full copy of the Procedures for Public
Act 72 of 2020 (Temporary Local Watercraft
Control) can be found on the LHLA website www.
lowerherringlakeassociation.org. The LHLA
Board of Directors will keep the membership
updated on this process through email and posts
on the association website and Facebook page.

Photos courtesy of
LHLA Member Beth Olin

Photos courtesy of
LHLA Member Beth Olin
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Can You Dig it??
Keeping the Outlet open to Lake Michigan by having an Excavator On Site…
As you all know, this time of rising Lake
Michigan levels has made keeping the outlet
open a challenge. While an excavator has been
used sparingly in the past to open the outlet,
it became a regular occurrence this past Fall
and Winter.
As a result of last Fall’s storms and the lack of
Lake Michigan shoreline ice this past Winter,
the Lake Michigan dunescape took a beating.
Since last October, 30-50 feet of dune was
swept away. As a result, multiple alternative
routes were needed to get an excavator to the
outlet from the end of Watervale Road. If
further erosion takes place, it is likely that
traversing the dune with an excavator could
become impossible. If that were to take place,
the flooding on Lower Herring Lake would be
disastrous as many of you saw last Fall when
the outlet was plugged for an extended period
of time.
As you also may/may not know, getting the
outlet open (and more importantly open for
an extended period of time), is not just a
mechanical process, we need Mother Nature to
cooperate. If we are faced with stiff southwest
or northwest winds (the predominate wind
patterns in the Fall/Winter) and the sizable
waves those winds create, the outlet is quickly
filled back in and the excavation effort wasted
with little or no benefit. For that reason,
timeliness is critical. In some instances, the
Excavating Company, because of unavailability,
has missed a favorable weather window. This
has delayed the outlet opening for an extended
period of time, thereby resulting in higher
Lower Herring Lake levels than anyone would
like to see.
To remedy this two pronged problem of access
and availability, it has been discussed between

some residents that funds be raised to be used
by a local contractor to purchase an excavator
that can (i) be left at the outlet during the
months when we have limited man power and
the ability to hand dig the outlet (i.e., Winter);
and (ii) be available on an “ON CALL” basis
at other times without having to worry about
scheduling with a third party that we currently
experience. The third-party contractor
would own the excavator, carry appropriate
insurance and maintain the equipment.
Those in the group providing funding would
be a member of an LLC that would have a
pro rata security interest in the excavator that
would be recouped (to some extent) down
the road when either the water levels subside
or other methodology is available allowing
for the excavator to be sold. An abundance
of due diligence has been done related to
the legal structure/insurance obligations/
total monetary investment required for this
approach to be successful with the final details
to be secured in advance of the purchase of an
excavator.
Along with the benefit of having an excavator
on hand when needed, by storing it near the
outlet in the winter months, there would
be much less damage to the dune than was
caused by the repeated trips required since
last Fall. Watervale, The Grand Traverse
Land Conservancy, The Benzie Conservation
District and The Army Corp of Engineers
support this methodology and we are awaiting
feedback from EGLE.
If you are interested in being part of the
group that is looking into the acquisition of
an excavator or have any questions, please
reach out to Todd Frank at todd.frank62@
yahoo.com.
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Lower Herring Lake Aquatic Plant Management Update
Over the last few years, Lower Herring Lake has monitor trends within Lower Herring Lake
been surveyed and managed for the infestation as well as surveys throughout the summer for
of exotic, aquatic plants. Eurasian watermilfoil management needs.
(EWM) has been the focus of the management
program. This exotic plant has been infesting There are many vectors of introduction for aquatic
Michigan Lakes for decades and once introduced plants in lakes. Boats and trailers are one source,
into a waterbody, starts to outcompete as are waterfowl moving from lake to lake. It is
healthy, native plants; growing upwards of a very important to wash boats, clean equipment
foot a week, spreading by fragmentation and and educate the community on the importance
negatively impacting the fishery and ecosystem. of protecting Lower Herring Lake. Further,
Additionally, our 2019 survey found a new practicing healthy lakefront living methods
exotic species infestation of Starry Stonewort (natural buffers at the shoreline, only using
(SSW). SSW, although it grows like an aquatic Phosphorus free fertilizer, not raking leaves into
plant, is actually a macro-algae and is extremely the lake, removing floating plants/debris, not
detrimental to lakes it infests. SSW is a younger feeding ducks/geese and preventing run off are
exotic plant spreading across Michigan and just a few examples.) as well as reducing nutrient
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Starry Stonewort— Exotic Plant WATCHLIST

is actually an algae.
The plant is native to
Europe and Asia and was first discovered in
the St. Lawrence River in 1978. In 1983, it
was found in the Detroit River and has since
infested many Michigan lakes. Starry stonewort
resembles the native aquatic plant Chara.
Unlike Chara, which is generally considered
to be a beneficial plant, starry stonewort has a
tendency to inhabit deeper portions of the lake
and can form dense blankets several feet thick.
These mats can severely impede navigation and
limit growth of more beneficial plants. Starry
stonewort anchors to the sediments through
rhizoids (primitive root structures) which

can also absorb nutrients. Like Chara, starry
stonewort also absorbs nutrients from the
water through its cell walls. Starry stonewort
has tiny, star-shaped, tan colored reproductive
structures called bulbils that are firm to the
touch when compared to its soft branches.
These reproductive bulbils have been shown to
stay viable for several years in lake sediments.
It is unclear what effects starry stonewort
may have on a lake’s fishery. However, the
encroachment of starry stonewort into fish
spawning beds may be a cause for concern.
Both algaecides and mechanical harvesting
appear to be somewhat effective in controlling
starry stonewort. However, given its propensity
to produce massive amounts of growth, efforts
to keep this invasive algae at bay will be difficult
and potentially expensive. We are constantly
on the lookout for new infestations of SSW for
quick action.

-BreAnne Grabill, Environmental Scientist,
PLM Lake and Land Management Corp.

Helpful tips to maintain a healthy lakefront.
• Do not rake leaves into the lake. Decomposing
leaves produces more muck.

front. Geese do not like areas where they
cannot see the predators coming towards them.

• Do not feed the ducks and geese. Remove dog,
geese and duck droppings from lawns, docks,
etc. Excess feces will increase nutrients within
the lake.

• If you do fertilize make sure you are using
Phosphorus free fertilizer. One pound of
phosphorous may produce over 775 pounds
of algae-“The slimy green stuff”.

• Create a natural buffer close to the water’s
edge and remove grass/turf touching the
water’s edge. A natural setting will filter excess
nutrients from entering the water and help
decrease erosion.

• Remove aquatic plants, leaves/branches and
other debris that washes up along the
lakeshore so less decomposition occurs in or
near the lake.

• The greenbelt should consist of native plant
varieties of shrubs, flowers or trees that do
not shed their foliage into the water.
• Natural buffers are also an excellent way to
deter geese from making a stop on your beach

• Always use silt fences when building a new
home or doing any yardwork that would
cause erosion.
• Keep all burn piles and debris piles away
from lake. Do not burn near the water.
The ash is concentrated nutrients.
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Help Keep the Beach Clean this Spring and Summer
This picture was taken by Jill Mendenhall last
August. She took along a plastic bag and after a
one-hour walk, this was her haul. Her artistic
arrangement of the trash should not take away
from the fact that the plastic, metal, and other
items look a lot better in the photo than on
the sand along the water’s edge. Help keep our
Lake Michigan beach clean by picking up the
debris left by the winter storms on your beach

walks. Every little bit helps to keep the beauty
in our natural world looking better.

Associate (Voting) Members
At the 2019 Annual LHLA Meeting the
membership passed an amendment to the
LHLA By-Laws to allow a certain number of
Associate Members, upon the payment of full
membership dues, to have voting rights on
LHLA matters. This number is not to exceed
30% of each year’s active voting Riparian
membership total. The number of active
voting Riparian members as established on
December 31, 2019 is 64. Therefore, a total
of 19 Associate Members are eligible for a

voting membership according to Section 3.3
of the By-Laws on a first-come, first serve
basis with payment of full membership dues
by no later than June 15, 2020. Registration
may be done on the LHLA website (www.
lowerherringlakeassociation.org) or return
by mail of the registration form included in
this newsletter. No More than three Associate
(Voting) Members may be elected to the Board
of Directors of the LHLA and all Officers of
the Board must be Riparian owners.

2020 Annual LHLA Meeting and Membership Registration
At the time of writing this newsletter it is
impossible to predict our ability to have the
LHLA annual meeting as scheduled for July 2nd.
We will have to monitor events and decide later as
to how we will be conducting association business
this year. In the event circumstances preclude an
actual physical gathering, the association Board
of Directors are currently evaluating a process of
providing content to the membership by mail/
email/website with the ability to answer follow-up
questions from the membership. A procedure to
vote on association business after the question/
answer period by mail or email is also being
developed. In the meantime, we want to proceed
with the 2020 Membership Registration and
Lake Treatment Permission Slip process.

This year there will be several ways to complete
the forms and pay the annual dues. The forms
are included with this newsletter and can be
completed and mailed along with your checks
to the LHLA PO Box. In addition, the forms
will also be emailed to the membership in an
electronic format complete with PayPal or
credit card payment options. The overall goal
of the Board of Directors is to offer as many
ways to register and pay dues prior to the annual
meeting to both reduce the time and effort for
this process at the actual annual meetings and
to increase our operating cash flow. Remember,
the LHLA is now a 501c3 tax entity and given
everyone’s tax situation the dues may be tax
deductible.
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LOWER HERRING LAKE ASSOCIATION
Membership Registration Form - 2020-2021
& Lake Treatment Permission Slip
First / Last Name:
Email Address:
Send my Newsletter and other correspondence by email only:

Yes

Lake Address:
Permanent Mailing Address:
Lake/Local Phone #: 				
Phone # (Other):
Membership Category and Annual Dues
RIPARIAN ($150) ASSOCIATE-NON VOTING ($50) ASSOCIATE-VOTING ($150)*
*Eligibility determined annually and on first come-first serve basis by June 15 of each
membership year. If Member doesn’t qualify the LHLA will refund the difference in cost
between the voting and non-voting membership.
I am sending my annual dues by: Check by mail Online PayPal/Credit Card
Please complete, print and mail Registration Form/Lake Treatment Permission Slip
and Check to LHLA, PO Box 11, Frankfort, MI 49635.
RIPARIANS: Please complete this below and return with your membership.
Registration Form/Lake Treatment Permission Slip
I understand that I give approval by completing this Lake Treatment Permission Slip
I hereby give permission to PLM Lake & Land Management Corp to treat my lake/river frontage to
control aquatic plants and/or algae. I hereby give permission for PLM Lake & Land Management Corp
to access my property and treat for emergent vegetation including Phragmites, Purple Loosestrife,
etc. In addition, I will remove any restriction sign at the conclusion of the longest stated time. I may
relinquish this approval in writing sixty (60) days before treatment of my property and understand
that I am giving permission indefinitely or until relinquished. Signing this form does not obligate
me to pay for services unless a contractual agreement has been signed.
PROPERTY ADDRESS
LOCATION ON LAKE
(PRINT NAME)
(SIGNATURE)(DATE)
*(At time of treatment a dated sign will be posted advising you
to stay out of the water for 24 hours.)

Association
Board of Directors & Terms

2017 - 2020

Liza Barnard
231-352-7024
Mark Smith
715-218-8211
David Oellerich 813-917-0436

2018 - 2021

Alison Berry
Todd Frank
Vernon Noble

530-902-7294
231-351-9269
231-352-7035

2019 - 2022

Bill Mendenhall 616-450-4252
Sarah Delavan 716-262-5488
Mark Coleman 616-856-0341
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